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“Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind,
And therefore is winged Cupid painted blind.”

— William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night's Dream
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UNFINISHED LIST OF THE THINGS I LOVE

for Mezzo-Soprano and Piano

Duration:

about 9’307

Program Notes:

The poems used here in these five songs for mezzo-soprano and piano weré
especially for use in this song cycle. I became close friends with Jennife
Jordan Voth, a husband and wife pair of musicians, while Jordar
graduate school together. The poet, Daniel Weller, is a friend of thé
undergraduate studies, and therefore this piece truly is a collaborg o1

The five poems are unified in their evocative imagery that depi

1. Unfinished
Unfinished list
Of the things

1 love most:
White apple

Of the moon,
Fresh mint

And fish.

11I. Untitled

Your V()i(‘,(-‘, —

Ysurrounds me

1en the rest of the world runs empty.

Raspy, succulent, as deep
As the neck of a flower.

11. Love

Like the shadow
) a feather
ing Uafough the earth

land in my hands:

A pale, luminous leaf.

1IV. Autumn Sonnet

I ask little of light, soil, the night sky,
That each is a kind of compass—that’s fine.
That each leads me to you—a miracle.

I do not need much: just this life, to die
Having loved insatiably, against my
Nature, having given everything up
And having never lost a thing, to fill

My life and your life simply, like a cup.
The air—still wandering in its old age
Will be plenty to guide me when I must
Leave the globe of the body and return
Like a calm star to my cradle of dust:

For it is where our love was born, first leafl
In the light, when there was no pain, no grief.
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UNFINISHED LIST OF THE THINGS I LOVE

for Mezzo-Soprano and Piano

V. Even the Little Things

Even the little things
I was sure would linger

Have passed—submerging
Themselves in the crisp
Flower of time...

So many drops

Of dew.

Performance Noles

* The damper pedal should be used fre the performer’s
discretion, except where explicitly notated.

* An arrow after a pedal indication means to continue holding the

pedal until the release is desig
* The indication “light pedal” in s akin to feather pedaling.
The notes in these runs together but not allowed to

become muddy.

* The sostenudo p ed in the fourth movement to catch the
erformer to still use the damper pedal
s in the higher, arpeggiated line.
[

*ment V are to be performed attacca.

in m. 78 of Movement V is only for the

Conlact:

erek M. Jenkins derek@derekmjenkins.com
(563) 590-4975 www.derekmjenkins.com
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written for my good friends and colleagues, Jennifer Weiman and Jordan Voth

UNFINISHED LIST OF THE THINGS I LOVE

for Mezzo-Soprano and Piano

Daniel Weller (b. 1990) Derek M. Jenkins (b. 1986)
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