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“‘How wonderful it is that nobody need
wait a single moment before starting

to improve the world.”
— Anne Frank




Perusal Copy Only. Not for Performance Use. Order Performance Materials at www.derekmjenkins.com.

ROCK BOTTOM

FOR BRASS BAND

Duration

about 5’30”

Instrumentation

1 Soprano Cornet (Eb)

9 Cornets (Bb)

1 Flugelhorn

3 Tenor Horns (Eb)

2 Baritone Horns (Bb)

2 Tenor Trombones (Bb)
1 Bass Trombone

2 Euphoniums (Bb)

2 Basses (Eb)

2 Basses (Bb)

4 Percussion

Percussion I:

—  lce Bell Cymbal
—  Glockenspiel

~  Vibraphone

Percussion 1I:

—  Suspended Cymbal
Sizzle Cymbal
Tam-Tam
Marimba

Bass Drum

Program Notes

The phrase “rock bottom” tends to evoke a very negative connotation denoting that we have reached our
lowest, possible point. One example of reaching rock bottom was the Stock Market Crash of 1929-1930, the
event around which this piece is built. However, there is a positive side to hitting rock bottom, and that 1s
in the fact that if we are already at the very bottom, we can only move upwards going forward. Reaching
rock bottom then becomes an optimistic view as one looks to the future. While the stock market was
crashing, Arkansas State University embarked on a new endeavor: the creation of a band program. This
fledgling band began with sixteen members and a large amount of hope. In the ninety years since, the A-
State Bands have grown beyond the scope of that initial ensemble to become a mainstay on the Arkansas
State Universily campus and now includes several concert and athletic bands. In a sense that first band
provided the bedrock upon which future bands could flourish as they were at “rock bottom” moment
looking forward towards a bright and prosperous future.

The original wind ensemble version of Rock Bottom was commissioned by Timothy Oliver and the Arkansas
State University Wind Ensemble in honor of the 90”‘ anniversary of the A-State Bands. The brass band
version has been prepared by the composer for Joseph Parisi, Lee Harrelson, and the Fountain City Brass
Band.
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Program Notes

An “X” time signature indicates “free time.” Throughout these free time sections,
triangles containing numbers are used. These indicate the number of cues in each
larger section. Dashed barlines separate cues.

Single line staves denote that the player is not playing.

Thick horizontal lines indicate that the previous material should continue to be
played.

Boxed notation is to be played freely and, in the case of multiple events contained
within the box, in any order. Boxed notation continues for as long as the horizontal
lines indicate.

Timing indications in free time are simply guidelines.

Double whole notes in the “free time” sections indicate the note begins at the cue
and lasts for the duration of that cue or until the end of the thick horizonigh
following them.

Half-note noteheads without a stem in the “free time” sections indig

given note begins sometime after a cue or ends sometime after a g

instances, the players are free to enter or release the given pitch as

(Example: See Horns, m. 78).

Contact

Derek M. Jenkins Y o fenkins.com
(563) 590-4975 , e kmjenkins.com
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Jor Joseph Parisi, Lee Harrelson, and the Fountain City Brass Band

Transposed Score

Derek M. Jenkins (b. 1986)

- Fall 2024

Jonesboro, AR - Winter 2020

for Brass Band

Kansas City, MO
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