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in memory of my grandparents

Requiem ceternam dona ets, Domine

dedicated to all those we have lost

commissioned b
Wichita State University Symphonic Wind En Shade, conductor
and
Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble = Ti 1y Oliver, conductor
Arizona State University Wind Ensemble - n Caslor, conductor
Case Western Reserve University Sygnphonic Winds — Ryan Scherber, conductor
University of Tennessee at Martin d Ensg@nble — John Oelrich, conductor

“Our revels now are ended. These our actors,
As [ foretold you, were all spirits and

Are melted into air, into thin air. ..
We are such stuff

As dreams are macde on, and our little life

Is rounded with a sleep.”

— William Shakespeare’s 7The Tempest
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INTO AIR, INTO THIN AIR

for wind ensemble and electronics

Duration

about 17’00”

Movements

1. a hole in the world
II.  clouds of melanchoha
III.  of unspeakable love

Instrumentation

1 Piccolo 4 Trumpets
2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Bassoons

1 Contrabassoon®

4 Clarinets (Bb)

1 Bass Clarinet

2 Alto Saxophones

1 Tenor Saxophone ring Bass
1 Baritone Saxophone

~ .
5 Percussion

Percussion I:
— 3 Triangles (s d., large)
Ty i (shar Perc. IV)
i side)**

*ussion I11:

Glockenspiel (right side; shared w/ Perc. 11)**
Chimes

Brake Drum

Snare Drum

Percussion 1V:

—  Vibraphone (left side)
~ 2 Tom-Toms (med., large)
~  Timpani (shared w/ Perc. I)

ek

Percussion V:
—  Bass Drum
—  Vibraphone (right side)**

Electronics:
— Stereo Speakers (set between the ensemble and audience)
— Max*#*

— A Microphone (if opting to record audience members prior to the performance)

* —1f no Contrabassoon is available, a Contrabass Clarinet (Bb), a Contralto Clarinet (Eb), or a Bass Saxophone may be
substituted for it. Parts for these instruments are provided.

#* —Two Glockenspiels and Two Vibraphones are needed. They should be set up as antiphonally as possible behind
the rest of the ensemble. The designations “left” and “right” are from the conductor’s perspective. The Chimes should
be set in the center of the percussion ensemble.

% — Max can be downloaded at https://cycling74.com/shop/max.
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INTO AIR, INTO THIN AIR

for wind ensemble and electronics

Program Notes

Loss is an inevitable and integral part of being human. Whether grandparents, parents, siblings, children,
or friends, we all experience it. It is an ordeal unique to each of us, and yet it is a uniting facet of life.
Despite our differences in backgrounds, beliefs, identities, and cultures, we all will or have dealt with loss.

The purpose of into air, into thin air is to bring the audience together, even for a moment, beyond a typi
concert environment. [t starts with an exploration of the anger that often initially accompanies loss

especially sudden loss. The second movement weaves a tapestry of colors above which the name
ones are set. These names could have been said by you, the person next to you, or someone ¢

persevered while holding onto their memories.

This piece is quite personal to me, too. When initially conceiving of this work,

ones they have lost. Th

say only one name.

the electronics part 1 t

An “X” time gi » if@icates “free time.” Throughout these free time sections,
i rs are used. These indicate the number of cues in each

e that the player is not playing.
agale possibly breathing points. If utilized, the performer should sneak back

Dashed horizontal lines following boxed notation is used to illustrate that a particular
gesture might extend beyond where the boxed notation is set in the score (example: page 25,
mm. 47-53 in Piano and Percussion IV). It is acceptable if the boxed notation ends before or
during the indicated dashed line. The gesture should not last longer than the dashed line.
Timing indications in free time are simply guidelines.

The symbols H and N delineate primary and secondary material respectively. These are
used as it might not be readily apparent given the similarly of material between all levels in
these movements. When a part returns to general background material, it is marked with a™

Contact

Derek M. Jenkins derek@derekmjenkins.com
(563) 590-4975 www.derekmjenkins.com
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INTO AIR, INTO THIN AIR.

for wind ensemble and electronics

1. a hole in the world

Derek M. Jenkins (b. 1986)
Jonesboro, AR — Winter 2023

“Where you used to be, there is a hole in the world, which 1 find myself constantly walking around in the daytime, and falling in at night.” — Edna St. Vincent Millay
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11. clouds of melancholia

“For me, often, there’s such a cloud of melancholia about knowing I'm going to have to leave my daughter on her own...It just doubles me up in grief.” — David Bowie
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I1I. of unspeakable love

“There is a sacredness in tears... They are the messengers of overwhelming grief, of deep contrition and of unspeakable love.” — Washington Irving
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