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Sweet land Of liberty 
From “Dreams of America” 

For Brass and Still Images 

Duration 

about 3’30” 

Instrumentation 
6 Trumpets (B-flat) 
4 Horns (F) 
3 Tenor Trombones 
1 Bass Trombone 
2 Euphoniums 
2 Tubas 

4 Percussion 

Percussion I: 
– Suspended Cymbal

Percussion II: 
– Crash Cymbals

Percussion III: 
– Snare Drum

Percussion IV: 
– Bass Drum

Program Notes 
The concept of the “American Dream” is an indelible part of the American psyche. Over time, notions of 
success, fame, and fortune have become synonymous with this idea. Some have achieved their personal 
“American Dreams,” and yet for others they often remain only a dream. Dreams of America takes a look at 
certain, generalized aspects of the “American Dream” and pits them against the harsh realities faced by 
many, both in the past and present. Sweet Land of Liberty reflects on my interpretation at what truly makes 
the United States of America a great country – the people who call this place home. The patriotic tune 
America the Beautiful has been woven throughout, in part for its poetic depiction of the American 
landscape and its call for “brotherhood from sea to shining sea!” 

Dreams of America was originally commissioned by the National Youth Brass Band of America. 
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Sweet land Of liberty 
From “Dreams of America” 

For Brass and Still Images 

Performance Notes 
• An “X” time signature indicates “free time.” Throughout these free time

sections, triangles containing numbers are used. These indicate the number of
cues in each larger section. Dashed barlines separate cues.

• Single line staves denote that the performer is not playing.
• Thick horizontal lines indicate that the previous material should continue to be

played. Dashed, thick horizontal lines indicate that the performer may still be
playing (depending on number of repetitions), if so they should stop by the end
of the horizontal line.

• Boxed notation is to be played freely. Boxed notation continues for as long as
the horizontal lines indicate.

• Timing indications in free time are simply guidelines.
• Double whole notes in the “free time” sections indicate the note begins at the

cue and lasts for the duration of that cue or until the end of the thick horizontal
line following them.

• Eighth-note stems without noteheads are used to indicate where some boxed
notation ideas conclude. The performer is to stop playing at that eighth-note
regardless of where they are at in their boxed notation. (Example: m. 18 in
Trumpets IV-VI).

• There is an option to stand for Trumpets I, IV-VI and all Tenor Trombones
starting at m. 82. If utilized, performers remain standing until the end of the
piece.

• There is a notated, optional 8va in the Trumpet I at starting at m. 94. Use of this
is at the performer’s and conductor’s discretion.

Contact 
Derek M. Jenkins derek@derekmjenkins.com 
(563) 590-4975 www.derekmjenkins.com 
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from "Dreams of America"

Derek M. Jenkins (b. 1986)
Jonesboro, AR - Summer 2020-Fall 2021

Kansas City, MO - Summer 2025

Transposed Score

Sweet Land of Liberty
for Brass and Percussion
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