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Solar Flare 
For variable instrumentation Band 

Duration 

about 5’o0” 

Instrumentation 
at least one wind player per category chosen from the following 

• Part I (flute, oboe, clarinet)

• Part II (clarinet, alto sax., trumpet)

• Part III (clarinet, alto sax., trumpet, horn)

• Part IV (bass clarinet, tenor sax., bassoon, horn, trombone, euphonium)

• Part V (bass clarinet, baritone sax., bassoon, trombone, euphonium, tuba)

4 Percussion 

Percussion I: 
– Marimba
– Chimes
– Xylophone
– Sandpaper Blocks
– Crash Cymbals

Percussion II: 
– Xylophone
– Tambourine (mounted w/ snare sticks)

Percussion III: 
– Suspended Cymbal (w/ scraper & wooden snare sticks)
– 2 Tom Toms

Percussion IV: 
– Bass Drum

Program Notes 
Our sun has represented different things throughout history. It was a deity. An indirect source of food. A 
supplier of light. A point for navigation. An aid in the telling of time. However, one thing has remained 
constant: humans have always been enamored by the sheer power of the sun. Solar flares are one such 
manifestation of this power. NASA states that “[solar] eruptions are created when the motion of the sun’s 
interior contorts its own magnetic fields. Like the sudden release of a twisted rubber band, the magnetic 
fields explosively realign, driving vast amounts of energy into space. This phenomenon can create a 
sudden flash of light -- a solar flare.” This piece alludes to the awesome power of a solar flare with its 
driving rhythms, sudden changes, and majestic fanfares. 

Solar Flare was commissioned by John Oelrich for the 40th Annual University of Tennessee at Martin Honor 
Band Festival for performance by the festival’s Junior High Honor Band. 

Contact 
derek@derekmjenkins.com Derek M. Jenkins 

(563) 590-4975 www.derekmjenkins.com 
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Solar Flare
Derek M. Jenkins (b. 1986)

Jonesboro, AR - Fall 2018
Jonesboro, AR - Summer 2020

Copyright © 2018, 2020 Derek M. Jenkins (ASCAP).
All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA.

Transposed Score

for Variable Instrumentation Band

commissioned by John Oelrich and the Univeristy of Tennessee at Martin Honor Band Festival

* - If more than one player is on Part I, up to half of the players can play the small notes. 
     Otherwise, play only the large notes.
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* - Octaves are sometimes given in the score and parts. The performers can play either octave, depending on comfortability.
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